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You might be
surprised to learn
that Utah’s two best-
educated counties
(those with the
highest percentage
of college graduates)
are located outside
the “Wasatch Front.”
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Here in Utah, we love to boast about our well-
educated population. After all, 88 percent of
Utahns over the age of 25 have graduated
from high school compared to only 80 percent
nationally. We do better in the college arena,
too. Roughly 26 percent of Utah’s adult
population has a college degree compared to
24 percent nationally. (Unfortunately, Utah
women show lower college-graduation rates
than the national average.)

Who’s the Best?

However, all Utah counties aren’t created equal
when it comes to education. Of course, one
might expect urban counties to encompass
more college graduates. Typically, a city setting
will offer more jobs requiring that degree. In
fact, Utah, Davis, and Salt Lake counties all rank
in the top tier of well-educated Utah counties.
However, Weber County’s position falls about
midway down in a county-by-county ranking.

You might be surprised to learn that Utah's two
best-educated counties (those with the highest
percentage of college graduates) are located
outside the “Wasatch Front.” In Summit
County, almost 46 percent of the population
over the age of 25 has at least a Bachelor’s
degree—almost double the national average.
Cache County falls next in line with a 32-
percent college graduation rate.

For the most part, less-urbanized areas do have
lower shares of college graduates. Those counties
with the lowest college-graduate percentages
are all more rural settings. Carbon, Juab, Beaver,
Daggett and Emery counties trail the rankings.

The location of a four-year college or university
seems to nudge up the level of college graduates.
Both Cache and Iron counties have a higher
share of Bachelor-degreed population than
similarly sized non-university counties.
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